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U.S. Lacks:

Acis Warily

By John M. Goshko- "
and Don Oberdorfer- % **
Washington PORLStall Writers<i %+~
Senior adminAtration officials,
admitting :that they still lack suffi-
cient inférmation to make- “hard
judgments” about the Polish crisis,
seid yesterday the United States will |
try to reserve its : policy options
toward -Poland until the extent of
repression, stability and Soviet' in-
volvementin the military crackdown
thers becomes clear.:~ .« u o
illustrative of this.attempt to ap-
proach Poland with a cautious wait-
and-see #itude were the remarks of~
Secretary of , State AWxander M |
Haig Jr. g8 arrived back'in Wash-
ington from Brussels. He said US.
food aid in the pipelinesfog:Poland
should be delivered on sthpfiule. But
he added that decisionsson- pending
requests from... the. evonemically
hard-pressed Polish authorities - for -
new assistance will be held in abey-
ance. e Box sl
Haig's comment was intended, in
part, to clear up.an apparent:misun-
derstanding that occurred when. Sen.
Charles H. Percy (R-IlL), chairman
.of the Foreign Relations Committee,
announced he had been .told that
shipments of U.S. food .were being
suspended. U.S. officials said Haig -
was anxious to point. out that .aid
already -agreed upon will continue
and that there is no intention of tak-

ing punitive action against the-Pol-
ish people. ' I
This U.S. stance was described by |

a senior official aboard Haig's plane |
as trying to tread a-fine line in- ac-
- tions and public comment on. the
Polish situation. The ‘aim, the- offt-
cial stressed, is to avoid inciting- vi-
olence that might lead?to Soviet in-
tervention, while at the same- time
not giving the impression of U.S.
acquiescence in any repression of the
Polish reform process. %~ - = "%
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} According to other officials, that
"approach also was taken hy Presi-
. dent Reagan when he talked by tele-
“phone yesterday with Pope John
'Paul IL. The officials said the Polish-
‘born pontiff had asked that the
United States continue its food aid
to his country, and they added that
the president promised to give the
reqiest serious consideration.
. Following Haig’s return, the pres-
"ident’s key foreign policy advisers
“met for an hour at the White House
last night under the chairmanship of
Vice President Bush for the first
full-scale review of the situation and
an attempt to carve out the outlines
of a policy for dealing with it.
Deputy White House press sec-
retary Larry Speakes said Reagan
“would not take part in the meeting,
which included all of his chief aides
in the foreign policy, defense and
economic areas. Instead, ‘Speakes
“said, the gist of what was discussed
at the meeting would be relayed to
- the president.
~ According to the senior official
accompanying Haig, participants in
the meeting will have to wrestle with
.two main questions: the extent to
which the dissident trade union, Sol-
idarity, and the Polish people will
resist the crackdown, and whether
the military’s aim in assuming com-
plete power is a temporary slowing
down of the reform process or a per-
"manent repression of it. ,
' As of last night, the official con-
ceded, none of this was clear. He

STAT

“said: “We really lack enough infor-
_mation to make any hard judgments
... . For this reason, our stance has
been to avoid making hard decisions
- until more facts are known.”
The official added, “In the hours,
" days and perhaps weeks ahead, we
are best served by a careful monitor-
ship and the avoidance of precipi-
tous judgments, actions or. state-
- ments” | .
- In response to questions about‘
whether the Soviets were involved |
directly or indirectly in the military |
takeover over the weekend, the of-'l
« ficial said ﬂmﬂf/ﬁiﬂ*%ﬂi
cies_had not reported any change |
" from_the situation_on_Sunday. At!
that time, Haig said there were no‘
_signs of direct Soviet involvement.

The official said the tools avail-
able to the United States and its
allies in dealing with Poland are
.both diplomatic and economic. On
the economic side, the question i3
whether the West will continue to
provide food and financial support
for that debt-ridden, increasingly
destitute nation.

Although U.S. officials refused to
“discuss it yesterday, the administra-
“tion on Friday decided to authorize
$100 million in new feed-grain cred-
. its for Poland and then suspended it
“after the military takeover.

Other officials said the aid ques-
tion was among the subjects marked
for intensive discussion at last
night's White House meeting. The
administration, they added, recog-

nizes there is a potential problem in
reconciling political decisions that
might be made by the United States
and its European allies with the eco-
nomic interests of private banks,
which hold $16 billion of Poland’s
$26 billion debt to the West.

* Of this $26 billion, approximately
$4 billion is accounted for by loans
from the U.S. government and pri-
vate American banks. g

The official on Haig's plane said
the Voice of America had been in- !
structed, in its broadcasts to Poland,
to emphasize “factual, objective re-
porting of the situation” and be care-
ful not to give the impression that
the United States is calling for vio-
lence or acquiescing in the crack-
down. '

- After landing at Andrews Air
Force Base, Haig said he thought the.
administration had received “a fair,

acceptable level of intelligence” in

terms of what the Polish armed

forces might do. He added, however,

that Washington, its allies and the

leaders of Solidarity all were sur-

prised by the military’s decision to
-go ahead with a crackdown and by

its timing. - \

0
o

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/04 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302450043-4



-t Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/04 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302450043-4

<
F =4

In addition to Bush and Haig,
participants in the White House
. meeting last night were Defense Sec-
retary Caspar W. Weinberger, Treas-
ury Secretary Donald T. Regan, act-
ing national security adviser James
Nance, Central Intelligence Agency
Director Wilham P.” Casey, U.N.
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick,
Deputy Secretary of State William
P. Clark, Deputy Defense Secretary
Frank Carlucci, White House chief
of staff James A. Baker III and dep-
uty chief of staff Michael K. Deaver.
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